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SUBJECT: MEDITERRANEAN SOCIALIST MEETING IN MALTA 
REF: MADRID 2593, NOTAL); 76 MADRID 9115, (NOTAL) 

1 . AT A PRESS CONFERENCE HELD HERE ON APRIL 1 6 BY 
AHMED SHAHATI, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE "PERMANENT 
SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE OF MEDITERRANEAN SOCIALIST 
PARTIES AND MOVEMENTS," IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE 
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SECOND MEETING OF THIS GROUP WILL TAKE PLACE IN MALTA 
JUNE 20-25. THE FIRST MEETING WAS HELD IN BARCELONA 
NOVEMBER 26-28, 1976 (SEE REFTELS). 

2. GENERAL SECRETARY SHAHATI DESCRIBED THE FORTHCOMING 
CONFERENCE AS "AN IMPORTANT STEP IN THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST 
STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION TO LIBERATE THE 
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MEDITERRANEAN FROM THE MILITARY PRESENCE OF THE TWO 
SUPERPOWERS." 

3. HE ANNOUNCED THAT AFTER FIVE PLANNING SESSIONS AT THE 
SECRETARIAT HEADQUARTERS IN TRIPOLI, IT HAD BEEN DECIDED 
TO INVITE TO THE MALTA MEETING "SOCIALIST PARTIES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS FROM ALL OVER THE MEDITERRANEAN," AS WELL AS 
THE COMMUNIST PARTIES OF FRANCE, ITALY AND SPAIN, "LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS," AND A NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING THE UNITED NATIONS, THE ARAB LEAGUE, 

AND THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY. 

4. THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING WILL BE THE FOLLOWING: 

" - PROGRESSIVE SOCIALISM: ITS CONCEPTS AND IDEAS; 

- SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE: LIBERATING THE MEDITERRANEAN FROM 
FOREIGN MILITARY PRESENCE, BASES AND FLEETS; 

- PEACE AND SECURITY: POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL CO- 
OPERATION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION, EXTENDING TO SECURITY 
AND DEFENSE; 

- ACTIVE SOLIDARITY: TO STRENGTHEN THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
AND THE SOCIALIST FORCES OF THE WORLD AGAINST IMPERIALISM, 
ZIONISM, FASCISM, AND REACTIONARY CONSPIRACIES." 

5. IN CONCLUSION, GENERAL SECRETARY SHAHATI SAID IT 
WAS SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD IN 
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MALTA "AT A TIME WHEN THE MALTESE PEOPLE ARE WAGING 
THE FINAL STRUGGLE FOR COMPLETE NATIONAL LIBERATION, 

INDEPENDENCE AND NON-ALIGNMENT," AND THAT THE CONFERENCE 
WOULD BE A "SYMBOL OF THE SOLIDARITY OF ALL THE PROGRESSIVE 
PEOPLE OF THE MEDITERRANEAN TOWARD THE FRATERNAL MALTESE 
PEOPLE." 

6. COMMENT: THE CONFERENCE A T THIS STAGE HAS ALL 
OF THE EARMARKS OF A QADHAFI-FINANCED PROPAGANDA 
EXERCISE AIMED LARGELY AGAINST ISRAEL (AND PERHAPS THE 
U.S. AS WELL), AIDED AND ABETTED BY MALTESE PRIME MINISTER 
MINTOFF'S LOVE OF PUBLICITY. THE PRO-MINTOFF MALTA NEWS 
(PUBLISHED BY THE MALTESE GENERAL WORKERS UNION) CLAIMS 
THAT THE CONFERENCE WILL BE A "MEDITERRANEAN SOCIALIST 
SUMMIT" ATTENDED BY "YASSER ARAFAT OF THE PLO, COLONEL 
QADHAFI OF LIBYA, GEORGE PAPANDREON OF GREECE, BETTINO 
CRAXI OF ITALY, FRANCOIS MITTERAND OF FRANCE, DIEGO CAL VAN 
OF SPAIN, LYSERIDES OF CYPRUS AND OTHERS." WE ARE 
SKEPTICAL THAT ATTENDANCE WILL BE AT THIS LEVEL. 
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HOWEVER, MINTOFF'S MALTA LABOR PARTY STALWARTS 
ARE STARTING TO BEAT THE PUBLICITY DRUMS TO MAKE IT 
AS BIG AN AFFAIR AS POSSIBLE, AND THEY HAVE ALREADY 
ANNOUNCED A "PLANNED" MASS RALLY TO BE ADDRESSED BY 
MINTOFF, QADHAFI AND ARAFAT WHILE THE CONFERENCE IS IN SESSION. 

LAINGEN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SOCIALISM, MEETING AGENDA, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977VALLET00450 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 36-1 042 
Format: TEL 
From: VALLETTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770440/aaaabixl.tel 

Line Count: 122 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 88aa2aa2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MADRID 2593, 76 MADRID 9115 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2757975 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEDITERRANEAN SOCIALIST MEETING IN MALTA 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, MT, XF, XG, XI, (SHAHATI, AHMED) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/88aa2aa2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



